                                                    Children's  Ministry Team Minutes

                                                                      April 16, 2008

Our Vision: We will prepare our children to go out into the world as Christians.

Attendees: Cathy Black, Rachel Boeckenhauer, Helen Deleon, Richard Koester, Wendy Noriega   , Linda Smith- Gregory. 

Absent: Lauren Balletto,  Al Strahan, Melissa Tremont.

Our committee meeting opened with a devotional and prayer by Cathy  Black. Our vision and mission statements were read to focus our discussions .

Vision and Goals for 2008.

The team discussed  posting our mission  and vision statements on 1st and 2nd floor bulletin board and having handouts prepared for new members and welcoming packets. 

We will continue our update and renovation of classrooms to include a children's library and nursery. We will provide educational opportunities for the child care staff and parent and youth volunteers. Our goal is to provide opportunities for continued education and spiritual growth throughout the year. May 18th has been tentatively scheduled for a teachers appreciation lunch with possible key note speaker. We plan to schedule a second one in September.

We plan to  keep parents informed of current programing and facilitate feedback. By scheduling  quarterly meetings. The focus of our  spring Parent's Meeting will be  to  provide the opportunity to  meet our new  Associate Pastor of Youth, Children and Families, Caressa Lynn Murray, in a small group setting.

Age Appropriate Objectives

Linda Smith -Gregory presented  age specific Faith Milestones and Bible Truths..Special commendations to Linda for researching and preparing these documents. Cathy Black will present these at the April 21st Christian Nurture Team Meeting for review. Linda also presented a document titled “Assessment Methods for Measuring Spiritual Growth”.The  large group/small group format and the bible based curriculum we currently are using effectively  support these methods.

VBS

The VBS team is well underway in planing this year's event. The WPC campus will be transformed into an exciting science lab where all ages can discover Jesus` miraculous power. VBS is scheduled for June 8th- 12th with an 8:30am Celebration Service on June 15th. We will be recruiting volunteers  in the Narthex  starting Sunday April 21st. Special thanks to those who have already signed up to help. Registration and information is also available through the WPC website.Linda prepared and forwarded our first news release for this activity. The Children's Ministry team is planning a follow up Slime Time Fall Festival late October, budget permitting. This will be one day event.

Mission: Jamaica Project

Vicki Smith's e mail and photos were shared with the team. The teachers and students were beside themselves in excitement over all the gifts. Upcoming newsletter will have an article reflecting their appreciation. Special  thanks go out  to the WPC family for putting smiles on children's faces.

 Pentecost

The children will be participating in a special Pentecost  offering with church collection boxes April 27th through to 

May 11th(Pentecost Sunday). Children's Ministry Team Members will be presenting the Moment for Mission and Children's Time during this church  season. 

Children's/ Youth Safety Commission – Background Checks

The Children's  Ministry team is proposing to create a new sub team to oversee the background checks and implementation of safety measures in the Children's Education Areas. We are recommending the team consists of a  minimum of 3 members :a representative from Youth Ministry; Children's Ministry and a Parent.. This will be presented to the Christian Nurture Committee at the next meeting April 21st.

Linda has researched and discovered a more thorough and cost effective program for completing and tracking the background checks. There is currently $600.00 budgeted for this task. Cathy Black will present this to the Christian Nurture team for approval. This  will be brought to to the next session  meeting an information item.

 Sunday School/GIGL

On Memorial Day and Independence Day Sundays we will be doing are regular programs .These might be modified based on attendance. We have had seven new visitors to our Sunday morning children's program in the last 2 weeks. Wednesday night program continues focusing on Relationship building games and activities. We are going to use the Ready Set Worship program in Sunday morning Children's programs later in the year. Linda Smith Gregory will follow up and  contact the  Time and Talent volunteers from the recent  recruitment .

 We look forward to working with Caressa Lynn Murray our new Associate Pastor for Youth, Children and Family  starting May 1st. This was Helen Deleon's last meeting with the team. Helen Deleon voiced special commendations to Linda Smith Gregory for her resourcefulness; independence and dedication to her job has Children's Sunday School Superintendent As well, to the team for being strong advocates for meeting the spiritual needs of the children and families. Helen's guidance; support and knowledge base  has had tremendous impact on the work of this team. Thanks.

The Meeting was closed with prayer by Cathy Black.

 Next Meeting is May 21, 2008. 

Respectfully Submitted by Cathy Black, Children's Ministry Elder

